Birds of Beauty

Bebop beat & free form improvised country & western jazz?

Throughout the years Karsten Vogel has worked on a combination of three sides of his musical universe: energy, subtlety and beauty. Many will know the energy and subtlety from his legendary band Burnin Red Ivanhoe, that was an important group on the European progrock scene round about 1970, playing concerts with among others Jimi Hendrix, Black Sabbath and Uriah Heep. The combination of energy and beauty was prominent in his follow-up group Secret Oyster, a band with an ever-increasing reputation.

These three sides of a musical mind are meeting each other in Birds of Beauty, a band formed shortly after Secret Oyster disbanned in 1977 (to be re-united 2007), and since then it has been a working unit frequently over the years with many different musicians, among which Morten Kærså, Moussa Diallo, Rasmus Hedeboe, Lars Stork, Rune Olesen and Anne Eltard could be mentioned. All the time the music has been based on Karsten Vogels compositions and his personal ideas of music influenced by jazz, world music and rock.

Today Klaus Menzer is the drummer in the band as he has been from the very beginning. From his years with Sneakers he had a very close teamwork with the bass player in the band Christian Dietl. Also a former Sneakers member, guitar player Mikkel Nordsø is featured with Birds of Beauty. All in all a very high musical standard is obvious in this group.

On live concerts with Birds of Beauty the music is instrumental consisting of mostly new compositions but it is also flavoured with some songs from the repertoire of Burnin and Secret Oyster.

